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Craiova is one of the urban areas chosen for EURO-URHIS 2 (European Urban Health Indicator System Part 2), a project that aims to identify health problems in urban areas. The EURO-URHIS 2 project describes health and health determinants specific to urban areas in Europe, covering cities in North, East, South, and West Europe. This project adds to information that is already locally available, in that it is the first study to enable reliable comparisons of health status between different cities in Europe. Policy makers can use the information to prioritise topics for urban health policy and for interventions in an evidence-based way.
EURO-URHIS 2 gathered information by collecting data from routinely available registration data, and by conducting youth and adult surveys at the end of 2010. In total, data from 26 urban areas in Europe were available for between-city comparisons and benchmarking.
The routinely available registration data relate to the most recently available year (2008). The youth survey was a school-based survey of 14-16 year olds. In Craiova, 486 students completed a valid questionnaire. Because of a very low response rate in the 65+ group of the adult survey in Craiova, these results are not included in the health profile.
More detailed information on the justification of methods and instruments that were used, as well as response rates, selection of cities and indicators, and statistical methodology, can be found on our websites: www.urhis.eu and http://results.urhis.eu. The websites also provide data from other participating urban areas and comparisons between specific cities can be made.
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The proportion of youth who are overweight or obese is similar to the overall EURO The proportion of youth who are overweight or obese is similar to the overall EURO The proportion of youth who are overweight or obese is similar to the overall EURO The proportion of youth who are overweight or obese is similar to the overall EURO----URHIS 2 proportion. URHIS 2 proportion. URHIS 2 proportion. URHIS 2 proportion. Differences in health status may possibly be explained by age. Figure 1 shows the age distribution in Craiova compared to the other EURO-URHIS 2 urban areas. Compared to other cities in EURO-URHIS 2, Craiova is an urban area with high population density and a relatively large population of 20-59 year olds. The number of annual live births in Craiova is lower than the overall EURO-URHIS 2 mean. The percentage of youth that reported to live in poor families (28%) is significantly higher.
The proportion of people who have completed MMR and DTP vaccination courses is higher than in other EURO-URHIS 2 urban areas.
Life expectancy at birth is an indicator for the general health status of a population. In Craiova, male life expectancy is 70.9 years and female life expectancy is 77.2 years. Both are lower than the overall average in EURO-URHIS 2.
Infant mortality is an indicator for population health and quality of health care services. With an infant mortality rate of 8.6 per 1,000 live births, Craiova belongs to the 25% of urban areas in EURO-URHIS 2 with the highest infant mortality.
At the population level, low birth weight is an indicator for pregnancy conditions and perinatal care. Low birth weight can at the individual level also result in health problems later in life. Of all newborns in Craiova, 11.8% had a low birth weight, which is higher than the overall EURO-URHIS 2 mean. Table 2 gives an overview of the health status and determinants in Craiova youth, as reported from the survey. Self-perceived health is a measure of adolescent well-being. 97% of youth in Craiova perceived their health to be (very) good or excellent, which is significantly higher than the overall EURO-URHIS 2 proportion. In Craiova, a significantly lower proportion of youth were identified with an elevated risk of psychological problems (12%), compared to the overall EURO-URHIS 2 proportion. Low back pain was reported more often in Craiova.
Childhood obesity is related to a higher risk of obesity, disability, and premature death later in life. In Craiova, 11% of youth are overweight or obese, which is similar to the overall EURO-URHIS 2 proportion. Physical activity can contribute to maintaining a healthy weight and preventing the occurrence of chronic conditions. Furthermore, physical activity is associated with psychological benefits and with a better school performance in young people. The proportion of youth who reported participation in vigorous physical activity for two or more hours per week is significantly lower in Craiova (34%), compared to the overall EURO-URHIS 2 proportion. Sedentary behaviour is related to overweight and obesity, independent of physical activity. Youth in Craiova watch significantly more television on weekdays compared to other urban areas in EURO-URHIS 2. A healthy diet can lower the risk of obesity. Regular consumption of fruit occurs more frequently in Craiova than in other EURO-URHIS 2 urban areas, whereas regular vegetable consumption was less often reported.
Significantly less students in Craiova brush their teeth at least twice a day compared to other EURO-URHIS 2 cities.
Initiation of smoking and drinking alcohol at a young age is a strong predictor of smoking during adulthood and of later problems with alcohol. The health status of a population can be assessed by using a number of parameters, such as those referring to acute and chronic disease, mortality, psychological well-being, and self-perceived health. Table 3 shows the overall health status among adults in Craiova, compared to other cities in Europe.
Health Status and Determinants in Youth
The results show that in Craiova the incidence of tuberculosis, the incidence of HIV/AIDS in females, and mortality from diseases of the circulatory system are higher than the overall average in all EURO-URHIS 2 urban areas. Female mortality from malignant neoplasms and from diseases of the respiratory system, and mortality from suicide and intentional harm are lower. 
ADULT HEALTH STATUS
Smoking at the age of 13 or younger occurs significantly less often in Craiova than in other EURO-URHIS 2 cities. Drinking alcohol at the age of 13 or younger, on the contrary, occurs significantly more often. The proportion of youth in Craiova who smoke daily (16%) is higher than the overall EURO-URHIS 2 proportion. Heavy episodic drinking of five or more units of alcohol on one occasion was reported significantly less often in Craiova (29%) compared to the total EURO-URHIS 2 population.
Regular cannabis use in young people can lead to impaired cognitive development. 1% of youth in Craiova have ever used cannabis, which is lower than the overall EURO-URHIS 2 proportion.
The proportion of youth who reported they did not use a condom when they last had sexual intercourse is significantly lower in Craiova compared to the other cities.
Neighbourhood crime, violence, or vandalism was significantly less often reported by youth in Craiova (28%) compared to other cities. Significantly less students were involved in traffic accidents that resulted in injury. The proportion of youth who were victims of bullying in the past couple of months was significantly lower compared to the other urban areas in EURO-URHIS 2.
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